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A. Personal Statement 
I am a public health specialist and epidemiologist dedicated to HIV prevention and care research that leads 
directly to improvements to the health of people in developing countries particularly key populations. My work 
findings have influenced policy in ART differentiated delivery care models that have improved retention and 
treatment outcomes among patients on ART. My work focuses on sexual behavior, retention and STI among 
experienced patients on ART, HIV and syphilis self-testing using peer networks among MSM. My doctoral 
research, secured grant funding through a UCSF Center for AIDS Research International Mentored Scientist 
Award, and evaluated peer distribution of HIV self-test kits among MSM in Uganda. My post-doctoral research, 
completed in 2022, was funded by a UCSF GloCal fellowship, and assessed adherence measurement methods 
among experienced persons on ART >25 years. In 2023, I was awarded K43 5-year Global Emerging Leader 
award to continue on HIV prevention research. I am dedicated to capacity development, mentorship of junior 
colleagues. I have supervised and mentored over 12 master of Public Health students and 2 PhD students. 
Three of my last author articles were first authored by four MPH students whom I supervised and mentored to 
completion of their theses.  I have also practical experiences in research administration, research management, 
research governance budgeting and financial management, grant and scientific writing. For this grant I will be 
available as a co-investigator who will support project implementation based the Infectious Institute diseases. 
 
 
Ongoing and recently completed projects that I would like to highlight include: 
 

1. K43TW012637   
Okoboi (PI)- UCSF Glocal Post Doctorial Fellowship    
05/2023- 05/2028 
Peer delivered HIV/syphilis self-testing with assisted partner notification services for men who have sex 
with men (MSM) in Uganda. 
 
 
 
 
 



2. R01MH126691                      
Glenn Wagner (PI): Role Site PI   
07/2021- May 2026 
Controlled Trial of Game Changers: A Group Intervention to Train HIV Clients to be Change Agents for 
HIV Prevention in Uganda.  
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B. Positions, Scientific Appointments, and Honors 
 
Positions and Scientific Appointments 
2019-            Deputy Head Research Programme, Infectious Diseases Institute, Makerere University  
2018-            Adjunct Lecturer, Clarke International University 
2016-2018:   Research Manager and Secretary IDI scientific Review committee, Infectious Diseases 
2013-2015:   Program Officer in Research, TASO Headquarters, Kampala, Uganda 
2010-2013:   Clinical Services Supervisor, TASO Tororo, Uganda 
2007-2010:   TB/HIV Focal Person, TASO Tororo, Uganda 
 
Honors 
2023- 2026: Thanzi Programme Health Economics Studentships programme 
2023- 2028:  Emerging Global Leader Award 
2020: Post-Doctoral Fellowship: GloCal Fellowship, University of California, San Francisco  
2019: 3 months UCSF Designing Clinical Research course scholarship (EPI-202). 
2019: CROI International Scholar Awards, Seattle, 2019 
2018: 2 weeks Principles of STI & AIDS Research course scholarship, University of Washington, USA 
2018: 3 months’ Epidemiologic methods course (EPI 203) scholarship, University of California. 
2017-2018: International mentor scientist award by Center for AIDS Research (CFAR) on HIV/AIDS program 
funded by the UCSF-Gladstone Institute for Virology and Immunology. 
2017: IAS Educational fund scholarship; Paris, France 
2017: VLIR-UOS Scholarship on International training program (ITP) on epidemiology, Biostatistics and 
Qualitative research methods (EBQ) Global Health Institute, University of Antwerp 2017 October-December 
2016: Best research proposal; The 8th UCSF East Africa Collaborative Scientific Symposium; Kampala 
2016: CROI International Scholar Awards, Boston, USA 
2016: 21st International AIDS conference full international scholarship, Durban, South Africa. 
2016-2019: Canadian African Preventative Trial network PhD studentship award. 
2016: AIDS Vaccine, Microbicide and ARV-based Prevention Science (HIVR4P) scholarship for HIV 
Research for Prevention. Chicago, USA 
2015: Health technology assessment workshop Travel Grant award, Norway. 
2014: CROI International Scholar Awards, Boston, USA 
2014: Treatment as prevention workshop International scholarship award, Vancouver, Canada. 

http://hivr4p.org/


2010: International Conference on Aids and Sexually transmitted infection in Africa (ICASA) International 
scholarship award, Ethiopia 
 
C. Contributions to Science 
ART treatment, retention and adherence. Antiretroviral therapy (ART) has personal health benefits (decreased 
HIV morbidity and mortality) and public health benefits (prevention of HIV transmission). The World Health 
Organization now recommends ART initiation for all persons following an HIV diagnosis. I led secondary 
analyses of data from the Home-based care projects and TASO program data of HIV-infected persons who have 
been on ART for longer periods. We found that good retention in care among patients on long time ART and 
demonstrated that community-based ART delivery models can effectively facilitate long term ART retention and 
low rates of death and virological failure in Uganda. These studies contribute evidence of ART differentiated care 
models, ART adherence, Retention and HIV prevention and treatment 
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10.1186/s12981-018-0203. PMCID: PMC6195707 

2. Okoboi S, Ssali L, Yansaneh AI, Bakanda C, Birungi J, Nantume S, J Okullu, Sharp A, Moore M, and 
Kalibala S. Factors associated with long-term antiretroviral therapy attrition among adolescents in rural 
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HIV prevention and Social network. HIV self-testing is a way to reach more people with undiagnosed HIV and 
represents a step forward to empower individuals, diagnose people earlier; m health is a promising strategy of 
scaling up HIV prevention particularly priority populations. We conducted HIV self-testing study among men who 
have sex with me in Uganda and found that HIVST were acceptable. These studies contribute evidence on 
acceptability of M health and HIV self-testing  
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Economic evaluation method estimates the costs and health gains of alternative interventions and provides 
a method for prioritizing the allocation of resources to health interventions by identifying interventions that have 
the potential to yield the greatest improvement in health for the least resources. We have evaluated cost and 
cost effectiveness of several interventions  
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Promoting ethical conduct of research: Ensuring researchers’ compliance to ethical standards of conducting 
human based research is a responsibility of the investigators. We evaluated researchers experiences in 
strengthening research compliance and situational analysis of research ethics competence of different research 
ethics committee. I actively participated in a capacity building grant (PI: Byakika) which develop a curriculum 
and train Ethic Committees of Makerere University (Kampala, Uganda) in order to review of complex clinical 
trials, Phase 1 and 2 trials, adaptive design, studies requiring rapid review such as trials with a fast-competitive 
recruitment. I also lead the accreditation of the Infectious Diseases Institute Research Ethic Committee (IDI-
REC) with the Uganda National Council for science and technology. And a member of two RECs in Uganda. 
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