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A.	Personal Statement

I am a public health researcher at Universidad Peruana Cayetano Heredia (UPCH), working on HIV, specifically in using information and communication technologies (ICTs) to improve the HIV continuum of care among men who have sex with men (MSM). ICTs could be a key contributor to control HIV by 2030, and my recently awarded K43 grant enables me to produce highly relevant research to achieve this goal. As a medical epidemiologist, I aim to identify innovative evidence-based models for care and interventions that translate into policy changes. My previous research has demonstrated the inequalities in access to services and health outcomes that MSM still face, and has only increased my interest in focusing on this vulnerable group. Also, it demonstrated the impact ICTs have to improve HIV testing in MSM. As part of my K43 award, I am currently testing the efficacy of a text messaging-based intervention, delivered through the WelTel platform, to increase HIV retention among MSM in Peru. I plan to contribute mentoring young researchers without interfering with the time spent on the K award. 

I believe that my current positions as junior faculty of the School of Medicine at UPCH, postdoctoral trainee at PARACAS and K43 awardee grant me with the necessary qualifications to perform this role.

Ongoing and recently completed projects that I would like to highlight include:

5K43TW011428-02             	
Menacho (PI)	            
08/17/2020 – 07/31/2021               
A mobile phone short message service intervention to increase retention in HIV care among HIV-positive men who have sex with men in Peru (WelTel Peru)
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B.	Positions, Scientific Appointments, and Honors

Positions and Scientific Appointments
	2020 - present

2019 - present
	School of medicine, Institute of Tropical Medicine “Alexander Von Humboldt”, UPCH, Junior Faculty
Fellow, Program for Advanced Research Capacities for AIDS in Peru (PARACAS), UPCH

	2019
	Consultant, VIA LIBRE

	2010 - present
	Research Associate, Unit of Epidemiology, HIV and STD, School of Public Health, UPCH

	2018
	Independent consultant, EsSalud, Ministry of Labor of Peru

	2017
	Instructor of the School of Medicine, UPCH

	2016 - 2017
	Research Director, VIA LIBRE

	2015
	Fellow, Mentorship Fellow Program, Fogarty International Center

	2013 - 2014
	Fellow, Fogarty International Center

	2011 - 2012
	Fellow, Fogarty International Center

	2010 - 2012
	Research Associate of the Community Health Center, Epicentro

	2008 - 2010
	Fellow, Department of Epidemiology, University of Washington

	2006 - 2008
	Management Assistant, Peruvian National Institute of Health (INS)

	2005
	Research Assistant, PRISMA Non-Governmental Organization, Peru

	2004 - 2005
	General physician, Peruvian Navy, Social Rural Service, Peru

	2002 - 2003
	Research Assistant, Institute of Neurological Sciences, Cysticercosis Working Group, Peru



C.	Contributions to Science

I have focused my career in using information and communication technologies for reaching and delivering HIV prevention interventions to gay and bisexual men in Peru. In Peru, the HIV epidemic is concentrated among men who have sex with men, among whom the HIV prevalence is over 10% in Lima, compared to less than 0.5% in the general population. Some of the reasons for this disparity are the lack of access to health care due to stigma and discrimination, and the lack of tailored prevention interventions. My work has focused on identifying barriers and solutions for accessing to health care, and on designing novel ways to reach MSM, in order to improve the continuum of care of HIV and other infectious diseases.
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While working with novel ways to reach all subtypes of MSM, social media became a major platform to deliver information and resources to this population. Part of my work includes raising awareness of the ethical considerations of social media use to deliver interventions, both in the Peruvian context and a scope in low- and middle-income countries.
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